

JULY – 2009
“THERE MAY NOT BE ONE CATEGORY TO SAVE $1 MILLION, BUT A MILLION PLACES WHERE A DOLLAR CAN BE SAVED”

REVISED “Green Building” bill sent to governor
Legislation that would incorporate “green building” requirements into New Jersey’s Uniform Construction Code received final legislative approval on June 25th.  The bill, S-702 (Smith/A-1629 (McKeon, Chivukula), would require the Commissioner of Community Affairs to develop an energy building subcode for the State based on existing federal models. The legislature adopted NJBIA-backed amendments to link New Jersey’s requirements to a national construction code, avoiding costly New Jersey-only regulations.
LEGISLATURE APPROVES PREVAILING WAGE FOR ENERGY PROJECTS
a-3372 (Barnes, Diegnan)/S-2340 (Sweeney, Buono) would require businesses to pay prevailing wage on any project receiving more than $11,892 in financial assistance from the Board of Public Utilities (BPU), including rebates, tax abatements or loans. Projects ranging from replacement of heating and cooling equipment to the installation of solar panels would be covered.
TAX INCENTIVES FOR HOMEOWNERS WHO INSTALL GEOTHERMAL

Homeowners who install geothermal heating and cooling systems that meet ENERGY STAR® requirements will now be able to take a 30 percent tax credit on the total cost. Previous legislation offered a one-time tax credit with a maximum credit of $2,000 for a single residence. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, signed into law on February 17, 2009, extended and expanded the credit. The new tax credits apply to equipment installed between January 1, 2009, and December 31, 2016. Contractors who want to download geothermal tax guides to share with their customers may do so by going to www.climatemaster.com/index/tax-information or www.waterfurnace.com/tax-credits.aspx
USGBC-NJ Hosts: Green Building Design & Construction: The LEED Implementation Process  workshop
UMDNJ    Stratford, NJ (South Branch)
This workshop is intended for professionals who are familiar with the LEED for New Construction or LEED for Core & Shell Rating System, but  new to implementing it on projects or looking to brush up on implementation best practices. It is also appropriate for those pursuing GBCI’s LEED AP Building Design + Construction credential – and complimentary, discounted exam preparation and practice test resources will be available in summer 2009 for workshop participants pursuing the LEED credential.
PA HOME IMPROVEMENT CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT
You should be aware that a Pennsylvania law goes into effect July 1, 2009 requiring contractors performing a single job valued at more than $500.00 or at least $5,000.00 worth of home improvements a year to register with the PA Attorney General. 
IN THE NEWS – REFINERIES ASSOCIATION HONORS TRICO LIFT

SJMCA Associate Member Trico Lift, a full service aerial work platform company, is the recipient of a 2008 Contractor Merit Safety Award presented by the National Petrochemical & Refineries Association for the companys’ safe work performance at Sunoco, Inc., Philadelphia Refinery.” In 2005, we made a business commitment to work towards the highest safety ideals in our industry,” Trico Lift President and CEO Ken Pustizzi said. “We recognized we had been fortunate and that the protection and well being of our employees would be reinforced through added safety measures.” According to Pustizzi, Trico Lift then developed a formal safety policy and compliance program aimed at risk management and prevention.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Sep 16th – SJMCA Monthly Meeting, Tomatoes, Margate, NJ

Sep 22nd – Building Contractors Assoc. of South Jersey Golf Outing, Scotland Run

Oct 21st – Annual “Can We Talk” Meeting with NECA & BCA of So. Jersey, 

Adventure Aquarium, Camden,NJ

Nov18th – SJMCA Monthly Meeting, Scotland Run Golf Club, Williamstown, NJ

“Have a Happy & Safe 4th of July”[image: image1.png]
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